Hello Everyone!

Our annual fall jam
was held on Nov. 14th., and
was a tremendous success.
We had fourteen players to
entertain us, a live backup
band, as well as Band in a
Box. Several drummers and A
bassists were there to assist | = -
each of the steel guitarists 2015 Fall Jam players. Additional
and we always have many
spectators to cheer on our
players. It was a great time!
The fellowship of our players is a special thing, and | thank each of you for
your support.

The holiday season is upon us, and as | reflect on the many
blessings that we enjoy, | count our enjoyment of the steel guitar and it’'s
music among them. My wish for you is that you will enjoy this music as
much as | do!

Also with the holiday season, it signifies that our big annual January
show and convention is just around the corner. If you have not yet made
your plans to attend, | suggest that you wait no longer. The dates are
January 14th, 15th & 16th, 2016, and will be at the Sheraton Crescent
Hotel, 2620 West Dunlap Avenue, Phoenix, Az. This show is shaping up to
be our best yet. Several players have already confirmed. We are looking
forward to hearing JayDee Maness and the California Band, Doug Jernigan,
Tommy Dodd, Lynn Owsley, Buck Reid, Joe Wright, Bobby Black, Russ
Hicks, Doug Livingston, Herb Steiner, Skip Edwards, Fred Justice, Steve
Palouse, Chuck Lettes, Rick Schmidt and many, many others. We are also
fortunate to have Leona Williams joining us for a second year. A special
show for the non-pedal players will also be featured. It is going to be a
wonderful time for all of us. Of course, there will also be many seminars
ranging from beginner’s instruction to more advanced classes and
maintenance of your instruments. You will not want to miss this great event!

This will be our last year at the Sheraton Crescent Hotel. Beginning
in January 2017, we are moving to the Hilton Hotel, 1011 West Holmes
Ave., Mesa, Az. The Hilton is a beautiful facility and easily accessible from
US 60, the Superstation Freeway. Your directors agree that this will be a
good move for the SWSGA.

We wish you only the best for this holiday season and look forward
to seeing you at the big show!

hotos of the
jam are available on the SWSGA website.
Photos courtesy of Guy Beaver.

Billy Easton, Chairman

Happy Holidays.......... Happy Holidays.......... Happy Holidays.......... Happy Holidays.......... Happy Holidays........

roy Porter, Vice Chairman

tto Shill, Secretary

eggy Porter, Treasurer

red Justice, Events Director
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Editor: Bill Tauson

2016 SWSGA Steel
Guitar Show

The 2016 show is
scheduled for January
14th, 15th & 16th.
Contact the Sheraton
Crescent Hotel in
Phoenix to make your
reservations, (602)
943-8200. Be sure to
mention the SWSGA to
get your show rate.

Your 2016 membership
dues can be paid at the
show, or by sending your
dues to the,
Southwestern Steel
Guitar Association, P.O.
Box 1129, Globe, Az.
85502. We’re glad your
here!!

Find us on

Facebook
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Page 2 Steel Guitar ‘Rag’

Professor Twang's E9 Grab Bag!

Hi fellow steelers, John McClung here (aka Mr. Twang / Professor Twang) coming to
you from Olympia, WA. For questions about this lesson, or inquiries about private
Skype lessons, write to me at: steelguitarlessons@earthlink.net, or phone me at
310-480-0717. I welcome suggestions for topics for this column!
http://steelguitarlessons.com

Emmon’s “Wichita Lineman” from “Suite Steel]" Part 2

ERE’S THE FINAL PART OF MY syllables being dropped or added, as reflected in
H TRANSCRIPTION OF Buddy the strike-through lyrics. Note measure 33, where
Emmons’ version of Jimmy Webb's Buddy’s nice phrasing doesn't really line up with
“Wichita Lineman,” found on the 1970 vinyl the lyrics at all.
record “Suite Steel” I hope you enjoy this challenging Emmons
From youtube: workout! The first 14 bars ran in last month’s SG

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T23Z1e8UnPM Rag.

« Buddy took liberties with phrasing and Till next time...play perty!

Professor Twang
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OK, where were we? Oh yah, cleaning up that ugly bunch of scrap metal we all call
“The under carriage.” My changer came apart on my ShoBud Professional very easily. The
axle slid right out. Then I used a Dremel to grind a number on each finger bracket in the
order I removed them. Couldn't use a marker because the cleaning solvent would remove it.
Remember, organization is the key to getting this thing back together. I then soaked the
filthy changer parts in a metal coffee can filled with naphtha. BTW, metal cans seem kind
of hard to find. Note: I later learned to use lacquer thinner instead of naptha from Mike at
Mullen. It woks much faster and does a nicer job. Keep it covered air tight. It evaporates
fairly quickly. With either cleaner, exercise the following safety precautions.

.. Don't breathe the fumes (and of coarse, don't smoke, in fact, never smoke),

... Be in a well ventilated area.

.. Wear gloves and safety glasses. Lacquer thinner will ruin your regular glasses!
.. Don't let the splash from this stuff get on anything you care about.

... While working in and out and around this stuff, have the coffee can on a thick
bunch of news paper.

kP =

I use stiff little wire brushes to scrub my parts. I think they have brass bristles. One nice
thing about solvents is the gunk and dirt all settles to the bottom. You can then pour out the
cleaner top solvent into another can and discard the dirty stuff.

While scrubbing the parts, I have my air compressor blow gun handy and blow the parts
dry and clean.

As for ugly old pull rods, I learned a trick from James Morehead on how to clean them
up and make them look great. Mine looked gray and shabby. Wrap a rag around an electric
drill handle and secure it in a vise. Not so tight it cracks. Your drill should have variable
speed and a trigger lock. Chuck up one end of a dirty pull rod in the drill. Hold the other
end in a gloved hand. Note: I'm assuming the rod is straight. Get some 400 and 600 sand
paper handy. Also a piece of 000 steel wool. Get the rod spinning fairly fast and with your
free hand, run the 400 sand paper up and down the length of the rod. Follow it with 600 and
then the steel wool. The rod will look so much better. Don't take off more than necessary.

Sorry for lack of any illustrations. I'll have some neck time. So, “Keep on Steelin”’. RP



Upcoming highlights at the January 2016
SWSGA Steel Guitar Show

Infinity

HANDCRAFTED
STEEL GUITARS

This beautiful Infinity Steel
Guitar will be for sale at the January
2016 SWSGA show. It has 8 pedals and 8 levers with the standard Emmons set-
up. Some minor changes can be made at the show. Come say “hello” to Frank
Carter and check out this great guitar! (530) 470-3434 www.infinitysteelquitar.com

Telonics will be featuring all their great products and will
be introducing the new, “Handy Patch’.

The Handy Patch was designed with Steel
Players, the Telonics TCA-500B combo and the TC
electronic G-Major 2 effects processor in mind, however,
it can be used as a midi controller for the Lexicon |
MX200 or any other midi controllable effects processor.
For more information regarding the Handy Patch, click
the Telonics Handy Patch for a demonstration video.

The Handy Patch is currently available through
Telonics and will be available at the 2016 SWSGA Steel &
Guitar Show. 480) 892-4444 http://telonics.com

z TELIONIES

GFI Musical Products (417) 859-2161
Direct General Email: info@dfiproducts.com
Direct Sales Email: sales@gfiproducts.com

The Aero is designed as a compact, more travel friendly pedal steel
guitar. Below is a side by side photo of the Aero next to a D-10 Ultra. Test
drive the Aero steel guitar at the 2016 SWSGA show!
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RED BARN MUSIC SUPPLY

« Light Weight Steel Guitar Legs
* Large Tuning Wrenches

a division of JNDM Enterprises, LLC
Many models of seats, lots of options and other stuff too

Joe Naylor 1022 So. 6th Ave.

480-215-8853 Avondale, AZ 85323
http://www.steelseat.com joe.naylor .n

* Used Steel Guitars

GLEN PORTER
(575) 621-4320

I
I I
| I
I
| * Custom-Made Steel Guitar Parts
| * Most Emmons Push/Pull Parts |
I |
I |
I

Quality Pedal Steel Guitars

5950 Mission Blvd.

7

Riverside, CA 92500 AAl%
(951) 686-4010 -
Noon - 6:00

220 Green Ridge Loop e Marshfield, MO 65706
Office: 417.859.2161 e Cell: 417.241.1070
www.dgfimusicalproducts.com
email: info@qfimusicalproducts.com
John McClung

Mr. TWaiig

Pedal Steel Guitar

Sessions m Casuals m Lessons
Dobro m Lap Steel m Vocals m Guitar

- - P
Dealer: GFI, Evans Amps@dﬁ';h & Hilton Pedals'and Most other Brands

JSteel Guitars
World’s First Class Steel Guitars

Mullen Guitar Co. Inc.
11906 County Rd. MM
Flagler, CO 80815

Mike Mantey

Sales/Production Manager
Cell 310-480-0717

Email: Steelguitarlessons@earthlink.net
www.steelguitarlessons.com

Ph. 970-664-2518
Fax 970-664-2519

www.mullenguitars.com

E-Mail sales@mullenguitars.com

“Trader’s Corner”

(Trader’s Corner is available to paid members at no costs.
Contact the editor with your items.)

For Sale!
“ZB Custom” pedal steel, 11/10. Has lower E on E9 neck.
Just like Tom Brumley used to use. Includes case.
Just serviced. Beautiful finish. Emmons set up on E9. C67?7?
Cé6th is like brand new because it was barely used.
8 pedals and 4 knee levers. More photos are available.

Call Chet in Litchfield Park, Az. at (623) 935-3271. Please leave
a message. $1,200 OBO
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Steel Guitar Instructors:

Troy Porter in Globe Az. is available for E-9th instruction at any level. Call Troy at (928) 425-5520.

Daun Suarez is available for beginning and intermediate instruction in the north Tucson/Marana area. Call Daun at (520)
682-6609.

Rich Brennion is available at all levels for E-9th instruction in the Tucson area. Call Rich at (520) 661-5682

Blackie Taylor, at “Blackie Taylor Music”, in Riverside, Ca, is available to teach all tunings, pedal and non-pedal guitar,
dobro, reading music, etc. Blackie is located at 5950 Mission Blvd., Riverside, Ca. from noon to 6:30 P.M. (951)
686-4010.

John McClung teaches E9 lessons in his Olympia, Wa. home studio, or online via “Skype”.
Call John at (310) 480-0717 or email him at, “steelguitarlessons @earthlink.net”.

Margie Mays is available for teaching non pedal, all tunings, E9th pedal steel and learning to read sheet music. Call
Margie in Mesa at (480) 807-5443, or email her at, “margiendon@aol.com”.

Rick Schmidt is available to teach bass, non-pedal steel, and pedal steel guitar, both E9th and C6éth tunings in the North
San Diego County area, Prescott Arizona, or online via, “Skype”, specializing in improvisation and harmony. Call Rick at
(951) 442-9621 or email him at, “questforgigs@gmail.com”.

Fred Justice teaches steel guitar in the Phoenix/Mesa area. Call Fred at (480) 986-2599 or (480) 235-8797, or email him
at, “fredsmusic@qg.com”.

Chuck Lettes teaches pedal steel guitar, (E9th and C6th), and lap steel lessons in the Denver, Co. area. Contact Chuck
at (720) 545-4803, “clettes@comcast.net”, or his website, “chucklettes.com”.

Contact Billy Easton (702) 280-9557 and your listing will appear here!

480-986-2599 fred s:c@a com www.justicesteelguitars.com
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TCA-500 COMBO AMPLIFIER

Rear Panel

- Lightweight, Approximately 35 pounds + EQ unit (Equipped
with the Telonics 15” NEO Speaker).

- High output level available on demand, 500 Watt Power Amp
section.

- Studio Pre-EQ parallel effects loop with adjustable SEND and
RETURN levels to accommodate any EFX unit(s)
(Rear panel mounted).

- Special “Blend” EQ control for personalizing your tone or
adjusting for venue (Once properly adjusted, volume and blend
are the only adjustments generally used).

(Shown with Standard Protective Metal Grill)

TCA-500 Combo Pro Amplifier

www.telonics.com (480) 892-4444 ext. 102

- Special Power On/Off circuit to minimize “pops” and speaker damage.
- Super quiet Mute circuit with LED indicator.

- Overload LED indicator.

- Buffered tuner output (jacks on both front and rear panels).

Remains active when mute is on.

- Pre-EQ insert for 3-wire Pot Pedal hook-up.
- Auxiliary stereo input for home practice or solo gigs with front panel

level control. For CD/mp3 players or a second effects return.
Also routed to DI for recording.

- Built-in electronic reverb with front panel level control and

remote control jack.

- New built-in “BRO” effect with remove control jack,

Telonics “BRO” bar included.

- New master Wet/Dry fader — controls internal effects and parallel

efx loop.

- New Pedal Switch jack on rear panel. Allows switching “BRO”

and Reverb remotely.

- Balanced XLR Direct output for live venue, stage or studio use.

Includes ground lift switch.

- New Analog DI modeling for Direct out.
- New high output headphone amp with separate volume control.

Can be used as a second effects SEND.

- Superb string separation at all volume levels. No Muddiness!
- All pure analog, main signal chain. No digitization of your sound thru

A/D or D/A converters.

- Warm tube-like, even-order harmonic sound with crystal clear highs.
- Ultra low noise — studio quality.

- Exceptionally high headroom.

- Front Mounted Power Amplifier on-oft switch for studio use.

- Highest Quality Telonics NEO Speaker (12 or 15 inch).

- New highly abrasion-resistant outer surface, durable Baltic Birch

ply construction throughout. Made for years of trouble free use.

- Proudly made in the U.S.A. by musicians and engineers.
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Ttie Steel Guitar "Rag” éo the Offcccal Publication of the
Souttaestern Steel Gucitar r4ssaciation.
www.swsteelquitar.com

Please feel free to contact any member
of the Board with questions or concerns:

Billy Easton, Chairman, (702) 280-9557, beaston@cox.net,
Troy Porter, Vice Chairman, (928) 200-1624, troyporter@cableone.net,
Otto Shill, Secretary, (602) 684-9228, oshill@cox.net,
Peggy Porter, Treasurer, (928) 701-1488, peggyporter@cableone.net,
Fred Justice, Events Director, (480) 986-2599, fredsmusic@qg.com.

Regarding this newsletter,
or material for future issues, contributing articles, photos, etc,
contact: Bill Tauson, Editor, (562) 652-9977 or email at,

“swsgaeditor@icloud.com”.

“**Invite a friend or fellow musician to join the SWSGA!***

P.O. Box 1129
Globe, AZ. 85502
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